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Places of possibility: Applying sensory 
methods to inspire inclusive, future oriented 
development and design of heritage 
HARRIET PARRY University of Brighton 

 

 
Figure 1. Newhaven Town, East Sussex. Memorial Bench 2018. Screenshot from author’s presentation. 

 

ABSTRACT 
This film (links below) introduces an interdisciplinary PhD research project that utilises 
principles of scenographic theatre design, more than-representational theory (Divya Tolia- 
Kelly 2006), and co-productive fieldwork practices to weave together sensory, cultural, and 
social responses to heritage sites. 

By attending to the multiple ways that participants respond to heritage sites, the research 
explores the ways that neurodiverse and embodied entanglements with place are articulated 
(Ingold 2010).  A scenographer reads and records the geometry and identity of a found space 
or purpose-built arena to understand its affective qualities to stimulate connection between 
performance, performers, and the audience through their design. The interplay between a 
heritage site’s identity and locale, its visitors, and its atmosphere, has a sensory affect that 
influences the nature of connection to, or rejection of, that site. This methodology combines 
creativity with inclusivity when considering how heritage might be regarded, sustained, 
managed, developed, and made relevant for future generations. 
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To view please follow the Vimeo link 
 
 No captions https://vimeo.com/458912198/ea42158daa 
 

 Closed captions  https://vimeo.com/672250408/5f3911d51e 
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All images within the footage that are not owned by the author have been included by kind 
permission of Newhaven Fort Archive. 

Closed Captioning Icon By WGBH - http://main.wgbh.org/wgbh/hire/symbols.html, Public 
Domain. 

 
 
Harriet Parry is a PhD student researching heritage and community engagement at the 
University of Brighton. Her interdisciplinary project is developing a more-than 
representational and participatory methodology to better understand what heritage sites might 
mean to the communities that they have been preserved for. 
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